BOTO KO ISAMA N’YO!

WHAT: Bicameral consultations on the proposed absentee voting system for overseas Filipinos
WHO: Members of the Philippine Congress (including Senators Edgardo Angara, Nene Pimentel, John Osmena, Tessie Aquino-Oreta, Vicente Sotto, and House Representatives Augusto Syjuco, Butz Aquino, etc.) and COMELEC Chair Alfredo Benipayo to meet with US-based Filipinos
WHERE/WHEN:

	New York City

Monday, April 1, 2002

6:30 PM to 9:00 PM

Kalayaan Hall

Philippine Consulate

556 Fifth Avenue (between 45 St. & 46 St.) 
New York, N.Y. 10036 
Phone: 212.764.1330 
Fax No. 212.382.1146
philconsulateny@mindspring.com

Contact: Agnes 
	Los Angeles

Wednesday, April 3, 2002

5:00 PM to 7:30 PM

Philippine Consulate

3600 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA 90010

Phone:  213.639.0980 to 85 

Fax No. 213.639.0990

losangelpc@aol.com

Contact: Grace


WHY: A leader of the opposition in the Philippine Congress recently commented: “Overseas Filipinos may not be so hot on this absentee voting bill.”  These consultations will give Philippine legislators a sense of how much Filipinos based abroad care about their fundamental right to vote.  It will also be a forum to express concerns about the proposed legislation and related issues such as dual citizenship.  

The compelling reasons to enact a system of absentee voting:

· The right to vote is a fundamental political right that the Philippine Congress, by its inaction, has long denied 7 million overseas Filipinos.  (Some 49 countries allow overseas voting for their citizens.)  

· It has been 15 years since the Philippine Constitution specifically mandated Congress to pass an absentee voting law.

· As "economic saviors" remitting at least 7 billion dollars a year, overseas Filipinos have more than earned the right to participate in Philippine elections. 

· To build political stability and elect the best possible leaders, there is a need to help create an electorate that's free from the influence of guns, goons, gold, and glamour—the 7 million overseas Filipinos are less vulnerable to those forces.

Contentious issues:

· Method of voting: on-site, by mail, online.

· Method of counting: at the consulates or at the COMELEC office in Manila.

· Implications to those who have adopted another citizenship.

· The controversial “sunset provision”—i.e., implement the law once and then an oversight committee will decide whether to continue implementation (versus permanent enfranchisement).

For the latest updates, visit the EMPOWER page at http://www.philippineupdate.com/vote.htm or eLagda.com.  To receive copies of the pending bills, please e-mail mbionat@post.harvard.edu.

PANAHON NA!

