
IT’S TIME TO TAKE A STAND AND ACT! 
For 15 years now, we have patiently urged members of Congress to finally enact a system of absentee voting.  
Our persistent appeals to reason include arguments so compelling it is hard to believe the legislature continues to 
sit on the proposed bills: 
• The right to vote is a fundamental human right that the Philippine Congress, by its inaction, has long 

denied 7 to 8 million overseas Filipinos.  This wholesale violation of the dignity of millions has been cited 
by the U.S. Department of State in its annual Country Reports on Human Rights Practices and squarely 
contravenes the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of 
Their Families, and the European Convention on Human Rights. 

• Article V, Section 2, of the 1987 Philippine Constitution specifically requires Congress to enact a 
system of absentee voting for Filipinos abroad.  It is not a particularly complicated process; some 49 
countries (including neighboring Indonesia, Japan, and Thailand) have allowed overseas voting for their 
citizens.  For members of the Philippine Congress to claim that AFTER 15 years they are still studying the 
issues is a monumental case of collective incompetence.  The inexcusable delay should be remedied by 
diligent study and immediate action, not by the rehashing of old and resolved issues and dilatory quorum 
checks. 

• As "economic saviors" remitting at least 7 billion dollars a year (up to 14 billion dollars according to 
other estimates), overseas Filipinos have more than earned the right to have a say in the country’s 
affairs.  More than 2,000 of our compatriots leave the country every single day to seek better opportunities 
abroad.  This rampaging diaspora, which broke the levee 3 decades ago, has kept the economy afloat, not 
just with the 7 to 14 billion dollars in direct remittances but with the multiplier effects of hard-earned savings 
invested and other economic benefits of labor migration.  Congress owes our 7 to 8 million “modern-day 
heroes” their dignity as full-fledged citizens. 

• To build political stability and elect the best possible leaders, there is a need to help create an 
electorate that's free from the influence of guns, goons, gold, and glamour.  The 7 to 8 million overseas 
Filipinos, sometimes referred to as the country’s “missing middle class,” are shielded from those forces by 
distance and relative economic independence and can help bring national focus on substantive issues. 

 
While no legislator has expressed outright opposition to the idea of absentee voting, vigorous lobby efforts by the 
overseas Filipino community and our Philippine-based partners have been met with LAME excuses.  The fear of 
fraud, for example, cannot be resolved by denying millions their right to vote.  It is addressed only by a sincere 
effort to craft and pass a good law.  After five Congresses, four presidents, and 15 tedious years, some 
64 absentee voting bills have been filed, consolidated versions of which have been rigorously debated in 
Congress.  Advocates have actively helped craft the bills, assiduously attending countless working group 
meetings and legislative consultations within the country and abroad.  We have sought the advice of numerous 
local and international experts on how to prevent systemic fraud.  Unfortunately, our efforts have yielded an 
Absentee Voting Bill that now rots on the legislative shelf, simply because many legislators choose to default on 
their duty to study the proposals and to make informed suggestions. 
 
Then there's the now truly appalling political habit of making empty promises.  Every election time, politicians 
assure us that we will surely be able to vote.  At no election since 1987 have we been able to.  In August 2001, 
Speaker Joe De Venecia, together with key House leaders, told a delegation of some 50 representatives of the 
overseas vote lobby that the House would definitely pass its version before the December adjournment.  Our 
solons promptly went their merry ways right after the General Appropriations Act was passed.  This year, we were 
assured again that the bill would be passed on or before June 6.  That day came and went without passage 
(except for a gallant effort by the opposition in the Senate to "pass" it under controversial circumstances).  Then, 
quite predictably, we were made to believe that passage in August was imminent ... followed by yet another 
"break" in early September.  After Congress adjourned on September 6, we saw nothing but a string of promises 
made, a string of promises broken! 
 
NOW we will not simply watch, listen, and wait!  NO LONGER!  We have been keenly watching, patiently 
listening, and wishfully waiting for 15 long years.  We cannot allow our welfare and interests to be held perennial 
hostage to the parochial agenda of leaders and legislators more attuned to their political fortunes than to the 
FUTURE that we, the powerless but convenient tools, help create with our blood, sweat, and tears.   



 
NOW IT’S TIME TO TAKE A STAND AND ACT! 
 
1. NOW we ask ALL our families in the Philippines to show sympathy to our just cause:  ACTIVELY 

SUPPORT politicians who push for immediate passage, and BLACKLIST AND BOOT OUT OF OFFICE 
those who directly or passively oppose absentee voting!  We will provide a complete list of our political 
allies, as well as those who are blocking passage, and marshal all our resources to either ELECT THEM or 
KICK THEM OUT of office!  For the most recalcitrant politicians, we will not wait until the next elections:  We 
will partner with our allies in the mainstream Philippine media and use the tools of modern communications, 
including the Internet, to EXPOSE them for their anti-migrant politics! 

2. NOW we appeal to members of the international community--including human rights organizations, 
aid agencies, foreign governments, and transnational businesses with conscience--to exert all their 
moral, political, and economic sway in our fight for a basic human right:  PLEASE JOIN US IN 
URGING the Manila administration to finally demonstrate the political will to enfranchise overseas 
Filipinos!  We are now launching a letter-writing campaign to expose the immoral political apartheid that has 
kept 7 to 8 million overseas Filipinos voiceless. 

3. NOW we ask ALL overseas Filipinos and foreign nationals to make a hard but powerful choice to 
show solidarity in our now epic struggle for political inclusion:  IF BY THE END OF OCTOBER THE 
ABSENTEE VOTING BILL IS STILL ROTTING ON THE CONGRESSIONAL SHELF, LET US SUSPEND 
UNNECESSARY VISITS to the Philippines UNTIL absentee voting becomes law!  As much as we like to 
be home, we will dramatize the gravity of Congress's colossal failure by staying away from a country whose 
government has continued to treat 7 to 8 million of its citizens as political outcasts. 

4. NOW we call upon ALL overseas Filipinos who value their right of suffrage to use our ultimate 
economic leverage to bring the absentee voting issue to the fore:  USE OUR REMITTANCE AS A 
WEAPON to urge Congress to get its act together! 
• This is NOT a call to completely stop sending funds to our families back home.  We cannot punish our 

families for the failure of politicians.  It is a campaign to encourage overseas Filipinos to REMIT FUNDS 
OUTSIDE THE RADAR SCREEN of government until the administration realizes that we mean business.  
Currently, around 70 percent of all remittances go through banks, which are monitored and taxed by the 
government.  Our contribution to the country's foreign exchange reserves has been enormous.  To 
prevent the government from laying its claim to our hard-earned dollars, we encourage ALL overseas 
Filipinos to send funds through non-bank channels, preferably through colleagues, friends, family, or 
private agencies.  For gifts, we encourage ALL overseas Filipinos to send balikbayan boxes instead of 
cash. 

• If our families have money deposited in banks in the Philippines, we encourage them to utilize those 
funds, as we make deposits in our banks abroad for their use AFTER passage.  It is a temporary 
arrangement that will send a clear message to an administration that has so far paid lip service to our 
fight for political empowerment. 

• IF BY THE END OF OCTOBER THE ABSENTEE VOTING BILL IS STILL LANGUISHING IN THE 
LEGISLATURE, WE WILL DESIGNATE A SPECIFIC PERIOD AT WHICH TIME WE WILL 
COMPLETELY REFRAIN FROM REMITTING FUNDS.  WE ASK ALL OVERSEAS FILIPINOS TO BE 
PREPARED FOR THIS EVENTUALITY! 

 
JUSTICE DELAYED IS JUSTICE DENIED! 
 
IT’S TIME WE MAKE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS DO THEIR SWORN DUTY TO ALLOW THE 7 TO 
8 MILLION OVERSEAS FILIPINOS TO EXERCISE THEIR INALIENABLE RIGHT TO VOTE!   
 
LET US ALL TAKE A STAND!  LET US ALL ACT TO PASS THE ABSENTEE VOTING BILL BY END OF 
OCTOBER! 
 
 



 
Endorsed by: 
 
• EMPOWER: The Global Coalition for the Political Empowerment of Overseas Filipinos  
• PhilippineUpdate.com  
• PPU Forum  
• Joe Garrido, President - Ilocanos4AVB, Inc.  
• Pearl Garganera-Gauzon, Esq. - Association of Ilonggos of Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Inc.  
• Eddie "Ka Edong" del Rosario, MD, MPH - Chairman, OFWNet Foundation, Inc.  
• O. Bakker-Mananquil, Charter Founder, OFWNet Foundation, Inc.  
• Benedict Perez, Managing Director - SG Cowen Securities Corporation  
• Leila Rispens-Noel, Development Aid Worker - The Netherlands  
• Ding F. Bagasao, Founder - Economic Resource Center for Overseas Filipinos - Geneva, 

Switzerland  
• Corlito N. Obtinalla - KASAPI Congress, Jeddah, KSA  
• Ka Polly - Elagda-Riyadh  
• Francis Oca - Alyansa - WRKSA  
• Gani Manalo, President - OFW Congress, Riyadh  
• Ralph Baladjay - ICOFVR-KSA  
• Vic Barrazona, Convenor - ICOFVR-KSA  
• Bert P. Barriga, Jr., Convenor - ICOFVR-KSA  
• Emeterio Barcelon, SJ, Executive Director - Xavier University/Ateneo de Cagayan, Cagayan de Oro  
• Philnews.com Alliance  
• Kapampangans4AV/Dual  
• Friends of Overseas Filipinos, Inc. - Manila, Singapore, The Netherlands  
• Daphne Ceniza-Kuok - eLagda Hong Kong  
• Jose V. Abueva, U.P. Professor Emeritus and former U.P. President, President of Kalayaan College  
• Regidor Ybanez - eLagda Al-Khobar  
• Aurora Matienzo - Dubai, UAE  
• Rhoel Mendoza, Founder - Philippines to the World Entertainment Foundation, Inc.  
• Mike Bolos - eLagda Riyadh and ICOFVR-KSA  
• Yuko Takei, Spokesperson - Crusade for the Protection of Philippine Interests in Japan  
• Erlinda Mercado, Leader of Professional Group - Philippine Women's League of Japan  
• Josephine Kobayashi, Tokyo Representative - Filipino LDS in Japan  
• Cathy Alviso, President - Empowersite.net 
• Alfred Ganapin - eLagda-Riyadh and ICOFVR-KSA 
• Bert P. Barriga, Jr. - eLagda Riyadh, ICOFVR-KSA 
• Noli C. Benavent - ICOFVR-KSA 
• Vic Barrazona - ICOFVR-KSA 
• Alex Bello - GABAY-OFW, eLagda-Riyadh, and ICOFVR-KSA 
• Rodolfo Yap - Alpha Phi Omega International (Riyadh Alumni Association), eLagda-Riyadh, and 

ICOFVR-KSA 
• Carolien van Ham, Development Aid Worker – The Netherlands 



• Robert Ceralvo - EMPOWER 
• Freda Editha O. Contreras - Overseas Filipino Workers-Suite101.com 
• Ren Arrieta - Empower and PPU Forum 
• Yolanda Stern, President - Federation of Philippine-American Chambers of Commerce 
• Ben Garza, National Congress Member - Party of Democratic Revolution (Mexico) and Member of 

Mexicans in the United States of America (MUSA)  
• Terry Olayta - United Filipino Mothers, PYFFA, OFW-vote, OFW-Canada 
• Rashid Fabricante - eLagda/ICOFVR - KSA 
• Anne-Marie F. M. Bakker - The Netherlands 
• Virgilio B. Abueva, Riyadh, KSA 
• Marilou Araneta - Ilonggo Association, Metropolitan Washington, D.C. (Gaithersburg, Maryland) 
• Phi Sigma, International 
• Me Ann Gonzales, Journalist/Former OFW - Manila 
• Charlene D. Ching – UK 
• Winda Lagumbay Petilla - British Columbia, Canada 
• Josephine Esog – eLagda, Canada 
• Dr. Fabian M. Dayrit, Professor and Dean of the School of Science and Engineering - Ateneo de 

Manila University, Quezon City 
• Madge Kho, Activist and Member - Peace Committee, American Friends Service Committee, 

Boston, Massachusetts 
• Jojo Ocampo - Apostolic Catholic Missionary Group, USA  
• Chee C. Garcia, M.D., FPOGS, Managing Director - OFWNet Foundation, Inc. 
• Marian Paiso-Ironmonger – England, UK 
• Cathy Pabalan – OFW, Singapore 
• Jhun C. Garcia, President - Samahang Novo Ecijanos Sa Silangang Bahagi ng Saudi Arabia 
• Alan Exevea, Head of Secretariat - Alyansa ng mga Samahang Pilipino Sa Ibayong Dagat, Western 

Region, KSA 
• Tonette Binsol – Movers, Japan 
 
KASAPI, KSA 
• Benjamin B. Garcia, GACA President - Chairman 
• Nazruddin D. Dianalan, MAISA President - Vice Chairman 
• Gil G. Manese, FBA President - Secretary General 
• Gerardo C. Cuares, JAFEA President -Deputy Sec Gen - Advocacy & Policy 
• Surafah Campiao, APO - WRKSA Representative - Deputy Sec Gen - Assistance to Nationals 
• Mesug Hadji Omar, MFBA President - Deputy Sec Gen - Culture & Sports 
• Edilberto Rufino, ACE President - Deputy Sec Gen - Reintegration & Entrepreneurship 
• Corlito Obtinalla, BISA Representative - Chairman, Ways & Means Committee 
• Romulo Bani, AFCE/PICE - WRSA President - Chairman, Finance & Planning Committee 
• Vicente Aguila, BBSJ Former President - Chairman, Livelihood Committee 
• Benie Duremdez, JAFEA Representative - Chairman, Political & Govt Affairs Committee 
• Rams Gunao, UMEA President - Chairman, Welfare & Protection Committee  
• Mohammad Pedro Holanda, OKOR - WRKSA Commander - Chairman, Education & Training 

Committee 



• Usman Islao, UBC Sheikh - Chairman, Religious Affairs Committee 
• Gregorio Quimos, ISDA President - Chairman, Cultural Affairs Committee 
• Alvaro Asperilla III, PSWA Representative - Chairman, Public Information Committee 
• Rodolfo Cornejo, AFTPA Adviser - Chairman, Sports Committee 
• Estelito Martin, BMWA President - Chairman, Membership Committee 
• Billy Felipe, PSWA President - Chairman, Publication & Press Relation Committee 
• Nort Areglado, TQMWA President - Chairman, Blue Ribbon Committee 
• Ding Arambulo, BGJ Representative - Chairman, Guidance & Counselling Committee 
• Ric Cordero, BCJ President - Chairman, Audit Committee 
• Abdulfattah Mogawan, AMFSA Chairman - Chairman, Community Outreach Committee 
• Mauricio Marzo, BISA President - Co-Chairman, Ways & Means Committee 
• Edwin Monge, APO-WRKSA Representative - Co-Chairman, Education & Training Committee 
• Caesar Lontok, OFWI Representative - Chairman, External Affairs Committee 
• Hernan Huerto, FBA Commissioner - Chairman, Internal Affairs Committee 
• Johari Usman, BIA Representative - Secretary for External Affairs 
• Randy Reyes, BMWA Representative - Secretary for Internal Affairs 
END of KASAPI 
• Rene A. Pascual, Co-Chair - Filipino World Alliance for Dual Citizenship and Absentee Voting; 

President - Integrated Bar of the Philippines-California Chapter (IBP-CA); Chairman – Executive 
Planning Committee, Fil-Am Community of the Bay Area; Chairman - Nat'l Federation of Fil-Am 
Asso., (NaFFAA) City & County of San Francisco 

• Nat John G Duenas, President - Alliance of Fil-Am Organizations; President - United Architects of 
the Philippines California Chapter 

• Mario V. Garcia, Vice President - FilAmerican Association of Engineers, New York - New Jersey - 
Connecticut 

• Katherine Dayrit Fernandez - Phi Kappa Phi, UP Diliman (M.M. piano performance Towson 
University, MD) 

• Teodorico Bontia - eLagda NY 
• Edward Javier - Jeddha, KSA 
• Richard Lozada - Chicago, IL 
• Carlo Butalid, Director - Philippine European Solidarity Centre; Officer - Pasali Cooperative  
• Del Iglesia - Triskelion International Northeast, USA 
• Jibreel Luis Edgardo D. De Vera, Secretary General - ALYANSA - Western Region, Saudi Arabia 
• Fe C. Abogadie - Pinoy-UK for the Filipino Student in Europe, London 
• Dennis Yaun, Development Worker, Belgium/Luxembourg 
• Lourdes Salvador Odén - Stockholm, Sweden 
• Bert Dooma - eLagda Australia 
• Wads Wijnberg-Tiongson, Outgoing Interim Chair - Federation of Filipino Organizations in the 

Netherlands (FFON CORE)/Kapatiran 
• Myrna Danao, Outgoing PRO - FFON/Advocacy & Lobby Committee/Damayan/Participant, AV 

Advocacy Delegation 2001  
• Leshley Liauw, Chairperson - Federation of Filipino Organizations in the Netherlands/Convenor, 

Community Advocacy for Seamen's Concerns (CASCO) 
• Grace Cabactulan, Secretary - FFON CORE/Advocacy & Lobby Committee/Past President, 

Damayan/Convenor, CASCO/Filipino Catholic Chaplaincy (FCC)/BisDak Network/Alayon 



Mindanao/Participant, AV Advocacy Delegation 1998 and 2001 
• Beth de Groot-Bugarin, Treasurer - FFON CORE/Advocacy and Lobby Committee)/Chair, 

Sangguniang Nayon/UFS-Rotterdam/Participant, AV Advocacy Delegation 1998 and 2000 
• Daisy Angeles, PRO - FFON CORE/Treasurer, Sanggunian Nayon/FCC 
• Mherzy Gemarino, PRO - FFON CORE/Chairperson, Kapitbahayan/Convenor,CASCO/FCC 
• Jessica Kok-Ligan, Past Treasurer - FFON  CORE/Coordinator, Alay sa Bayan (ALAB)/Coordinator, 

BisDak NL/Alayon Mindanao/CASCO Advocate 
• Joycel Ellis - FFON CORE Alternate/ALAB/Damayan/BisDak NL 
• Nanelia Vissers-Perucho - FFON CORE Alternate/ALAB/Coordinator, BisDak NL 
• Charina Caubo-Bugagao - FFON CORE/President, Damayang Pilipino sa Nederland 
• Doris Alfafara, Past Chairperson - FFON, CORE Alternate/Vice-President for External Affairs, 

Damayan/Coordinator, BisDak NL/Spokesperson, Alayon Mindanao/CASCO Advocate 
• Tina Fernandez, FFON CORE Alternate/Vice-President for Internal Affairs, Damayan 
• Alice Ploeg-Devera - FFON/Treasurer, Damayang Pilipino sa Nederland 
• Wenda de Man-Autencio - FFON/Secretary, Damayang Pilipino sa Nederland 
• Felicia Coret-Cagarra - FFON/Damayan/Coordinator, BisDak/FCC/CASCO Advocate 
• Mercy Palpallatoc - FFON Advocacy & Lobby Committee/Past President, Damayan/Participant, AV 

Advocacy Delegation 2001 
• Eda Liauw-Sinajon - FFON CORE Alternate/Ship Visitor, CASCO/FCC/Coordinator, BisDak NL 
• Rosalie Veneklaas-Gemarino - FFON/Secretary, CASCO/FCC/BisDak NL 
• Basco Fernandez, Past Chairperson – FFON (CORE)/Advocacy Officer, CASCO/Coordinator, 

BisDak NL 
• Simon Dumanon - FFON/Damayan/Convenor, CASCO/BisDak NL 
• Irma Galias - FFON Advocacy & Lobby Committee/Kapatiran/ Participant, AV Advocacy Delegation 

2001 
• James Yap – eLagda, Al-khobar 
THE PLATFORM COUNCIL 
• Nonoi Hacbang - Commission for Filipino Migrant Workers, International Office, Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands 
• Cesar Palad - Radyo Pinoy, Copenhagen, Denmark 
• Jeanna Altamirano - Radyo Pinoy, Copenhagen, Denmark 
• Fr. Conrado Amon - Centro Filipino, Barcelona, Spain 
• Noel Fabian - Samahan, Brussels Belgium 
• Nely Tang - Commission for Filipino Migrant Workers, CFMW-Italia, Rome, Italy 
• Cecile Jimenez - Forum for Philippine Concerns, Geneva, Switzerland 
• Manuel Goyena - Forum for Philippine Concerns, Geneva, Switzerland 
• Nonoy Ty - Philippine Seamen’s Assistance Programme (PSAP), Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
• Debbie Valencia - Kasapi-Hellas, Athens, Greece 
• Ruben Gerardo - Filipino Community in Norway (FCN), Oslo, Norway 
• Wads  Wijnberg-Tiongson - Federation of Filipino Organisations in the Netherlands (FFON), 

Utrecht, The Netherlands 
• Noli Buhay – Ugnayan, Stockholm, Sweden 
• Marilou Hardillo - Philippine Women’s Forum, Germany 
• Weni Gamboa - Tuluyang Pinoy, Zurich, Switzerland 



• Marilou Hardillo - Babaylan - Philippine Women’s Network in Europe 
• Emma Bibal - Babaylan, Philippine Women’s Network in Europe 
• Malu Padilla - Babaylan, Philippine Women’s Network in Europe 
 

The Platform of Filipino Migrant Organisations in Europe Council represents an alliance of 75 
organizations, including: 
o CFMW International - Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
o KASAPI-Hellas – Greece 
o Samahan ng mga Filipino sa Belgium 
o Radyo Pinoy – Denmark 
o Bayanihan Center for Filipino Migrants – Denmark 
o Danish Filipino Association – Denmark 
o Damayan – Denmark 
o CFMW-Italya – Italy 
o Filipino Christian Bayanihan in Italy – Italy 
o Pinagsamasamang Lakas ng mga Pilipino Sa Italya (PILAPIL) – Italy 
o Filipino Women's Council – Italy 
o Malayan Theater Group – Italy 
o Philippine Women's Forum of Germany – Germany 
o Munting Nayon – Greece 
o Alliance of Ilocano Organisations in Athens – Greece 
o United Visayas Mindanao – Greece 
o Seafarers Club Athens – Greece 
o Couples for Christ – Greece 
o Christ the King – Greece 
o Kasapi Youth – Greece 
o Federation of Filipino Organisations in the Nederland (FFON)  
o Alab, Bayanihan - The Netherlands 
o CFMW International – Amsterdam 
o Damayang Filipino sa Nederland 
o Dutch Pilipino Association - The Netherlands 
o Kababayan - The Netherlands 
o Kapatiran - The Netherlands 
o Kapitbahayan - The Netherlands 
o PSAP - The Netherlands 
o Silangan - The Netherlands 
o Kapisanan ng mga Filipino sa Groningen - The Netherlands 
o Babaylan (Women) – Europe 
o Working Group of Women Religious against Trafficking in Women - The Netherlands 

END OF PLATFORM  
• Reggie I. Montana, President - RO AKEANON - Saudi Arabia 
• Tony Ranque - ICOFVR-KSA, COFWA, ALFIDASCA, OFWNet, PSME-SA, ERCOF 
• Gerry B. Samson, President - Gerson International, Azusa, California  
• Jhun Banadera, Organizer and First Charter President - Multisectoral OFW Movement or MOVER, 



Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands 
• Nestor O. Duldulao, Chief Financial Officer – GOLDILOCKS, San Francisco, California 
• Jojie Umali, President - Quezon Chapter - Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Quezon), 

OFW Org-Riyadh 
• RG (Bob) Gabuna, Technical Assistant - 1987 Constitutional Convention; Senior Columnist - The 

Filipino Journal; Director for Asia-Pacific Affairs - Rizal Corporation, Inc., Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada 

• John Asperilla - Pangasinan4AVB 
 
 
To endorse this call to action, please send an email to mbionat2@msn.com. 
For more information about the campaign, please visit: http://www.philippineupdate.com/vote.htm  
 


